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Abstract:

Figh is considered one of the most esteemed Islamic sciences, as it enables a deep understanding of religious
texts, the derivation of rulings, and their application to contemporary issues and emerging cases. It forms the
foundation of ijtihad (independent reasoning) and scholarly methodology. Among the most distinguished works
in this field is Al-Ifsah ‘an Ma‘ani al-Sihah by Minister Ibn Hubayrah (d. ©7+AH), which presents the
jurisprudence of the four Sunni schools in a comparative format. The book highlights points of agreement and
disagreement, and reveals the methodological approaches and reasoning of the four imams, along with the causes
of their differences.This study focuses on the issues in which Imam Abu Hanifa differed from the other three
imams—Malik, al-Shafi‘i, and Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on them)—specifically in the chapters of
discretionary punishment (ta‘zir) and jihad, as discussed in Al-Ifsah. It offers a precise legal analysis of the
sources of inference, the nature of the disagreement, and its impact on legal rulings.The significance of this
research lies in its contribution to a deeper understanding of comparative jurisprudence, its illumination of the
richness of the Hanafi school and its methodology of ijtihad, its comparison of the reasoning methods of the four
imams, and its guidance for students of knowledge in grasping the nature of legitimate scholarly disagreement
and the ethics of engaging with it.
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