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The Grammatical Governor in the Works of Mahdi Al-
Makhzumi and Tammam Hassan: A Comparative
Evaluative Study in Light of Their Grammatical
Simplification Projects
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Abstract

This study examines the positions of Mahdi Al-Makhzumi and Tammam Hassan on the theory of the
grammatical governor in light of their respective projects for the simplification of Arabic grammar. It proceeds
from the premise that their agreement in rejecting the explanatory authority of the grammatical governor does

AYo



mailto:motaghizadeh@modares.ac.ir%0dأ.د%20كبرى%20%20روشنفكر%20-قسم%20اللغة%20العر
mailto:motaghizadeh@modares.ac.ir%0dأ.د%20كبرى%20%20روشنفكر%20-قسم%20اللغة%20العر
mailto:kroshan@modares.ac.ir
mailto:hadi.nazari@modares.ac.ir
mailto:alqazzawi.wissam@modares.ac.ir

Yo X" deied !!2’" X &“ (4) adadf (V1) dixd| py ,a_muwmm

not imply that their judgments are based on the same foundations or that they propose the same alternative in its
place. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, while also employing comparison and evaluation. It
traces the conception of the grammatical governor targeted by each scholar’s criticism, examines the grounds
for this criticism in light of the classical and modern texts on which the study draws, and then considers the
alternatives proposed by the two projects and the extent of their ability to explain grammatical relations and
achieve simplification.
The study concludes that Al-Makhzumi’s objection is directed primarily at transforming the grammatical
governor from a descriptive device into a presumed cause that explains the grammatical marker and the
consequent reliance on reconstruction and justification. He instead grounds grammatical analysis in function,
predication, and usage. Tammam Hassan, by contrast, attributes the inadequacy of the grammatical governor to
its being treated as the sole explanatory principle and replaces it with syntactic relations and the convergence of
contextual clues. The study also demonstrates that the simplifying value of the two positions is not achieved
merely by eliminating the grammatical governor, but rather by the ability of the proposed alternative to explain
linguistic phenomena from within the language itself, reduce hypothetical intermediaries, and preserve analytical
adequacy.
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