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Abstract:

This research aims to study the criminal protection afforded to children against the crime of exploiting
them in begging under Iraqi and Iranian law. It does so by defining begging and the enticement of children into
it, analyzing the legal texts addressing criminalization and punishment, and outlining the preventive and social
mechanisms designed to protect children from the psychological and social consequences of their exploitation.
The research's significance stems from the seriousness of this crime, which constitutes a form of exploitation

that violates a child's dignity and fundamental rights, and threatens their psychological, social, and educational
development. Furthermore, comparing the Iragi and Iranian legislative experiences is crucial for determining
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the adequacy of the legal protections afforded to children. The research employs a comparative approach to
analyze the points of agreement and disagreement between lIraqi and Iranian law, along with a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine relevant legal texts and a descriptive approach to explain the nature of the
phenomenon, its effects, and methods of prevention. The research concluded that both legislations provide
criminal protection for children against some forms of exploitation in begging. However, the Iraqi legislature is
characterized by multiple sources of protection through the Penal Code, the Anti-Human Trafficking Law, and
social legislation. In contrast, the Iranian legislature directly criminalizes the use of children and minors in
begging, while assigning a significant role to social welfare institutions and social workers in detection,
intervention, and protection. The research also concluded that effective protection is not achieved through
punishment alone, but requires the integration of criminal protection with preventive, social, familial, and
educational measures, as well as strengthening mechanisms for early detection, rehabilitation, and reintegration
of children into society.

Keywords: Crime, Children, Begging, Criminal Protection of Children, Iraqi Legal System, Iranian Legal
System.
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