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Abstract:

This research aims to define the concept of "merit" in the public service and clarify its legal content. It analyzes

the constitutional and legislative foundations upon which this principle rests, and examines the role of civil service

laws—as well as the councils and bodies governing the public sector—in ensuring that the selection and

promotion of employees are based on competence and merit. Furthermore, the study identifies the similarities and

differences between the Iraqi and Egyptian systems regarding the regulation and application of this principle. It

evaluates the adequacy of the legal and institutional frameworks in both countries to provide the necessary
safeguards for the practical implementation of merit, while pinpointing areas that require legislative and
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administrative development. The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach alongside a comparative
method, and investigates the mandates of public service councils and agencies in overseeing the application of
merit-based standards. The study concludes that the principle of merit serves as a fundamental basis for achieving
fairness in access to public office in both Iraq and Egypt. It further finds that constitutional and legislative
recognition alone is insufficient to ensure effectiveness; such provisions must be accompanied by clear
implementation mechanisms and objective criteria for evaluating and selecting candidates. The comparison
reveals differences in the legislative and institutional frameworks governing the public service in the two nations,
despite their shared commitment to the importance of competence, merit, and equal opportunity. Finally, the
research underscores that the role of public service councils and agencies extends to regulating recruitment
procedures and overseeing the development of personnel management systems, while noting that employee
performance evaluation serves as a vital complement to the merit principle post-appointment, as it directly
influences promotions and professional advancement.

Keywords: standards, merit, civil service, public office, Iraqi law, Egyptian law.
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