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Abstract

This study examines the reception of the two Burda poems by Ka'b ibn Zuhayr and al-Busiri, tracing their
development from foundational narratives into forms of scholarly authority. It focuses on transmission, commentary,
teaching, and scholarly citation through a comparative historical method that distinguishes between the evidentiary
status of narratives and the functions of different vehicles of reception. It also draws on textual analysis and
bibliographical surveys of the commentaries and related works. The study demonstrates that the poems’ shared
designation as al-Burda and their praise of the Prophet did not produce a single reception history. The authority of
Ka'b’s Banat Su‘ad was grounded in the sira narrative of his arrival, conversion to Islam, and recitation before the
Prophet. Al-BustrT’s Burda, by contrast, became associated with illness, a dream vision, and healing, although al-
UdfuwT’s relatively early account attests to the poem’s fame and healing use without mentioning the dream narrative.
The comparison further shows that commentaries on Banat Su‘ad foregrounded textual transmission, lexicon,
grammar, morphology, and poetic evidence, whereas commentaries on al-Bisir’s Burda combined linguistic and
rhetorical analysis with sira, theology, and Sufi interpretation, generating abridgments, glosses, and
supercommentaries. Verses from Banat Su‘ad developed a particularly strong presence as independent proof-texts
in the Arabic linguistic disciplines, while al-Busir1’s Burda functioned more prominently as a continuous text for
commentary, authorization, and instruction. The study concludes that the scholarly authority of the two poems was
historically produced through the interaction of narrative, text, institutions, and readers: Banat Su‘ad acquired a
predominantly sira-based, linguistic, and evidentiary authority, whereas al-BusirT’s Burda acquired a predominantly
commentarial, pedagogical, and religious authority, without excluding areas of overlap.Keywords: Banat Su‘ad;

Ka'b ibn Zuhayr; al-Bisiri’s Burda; reception; foundational narrative; commentary; scholarly authority.
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