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Abstract

This study aims to explore the manifestations of moral values in modern Iraqi poetry and to examine their role in
promoting positive behavior and strengthening social awareness among young people. It is based on the premise
that literature is not merely an artistic expression but also an influential cultural medium capable of shaping
individual character and reinforcing ethical values. The research addresses the following central question: To what
extent has Iraqi poetic discourse transcended its aesthetic function to become an educational and social instrument
that contributes to confronting negative behavioral phenomena while promoting citizenship, social solidarity, and
community responsibility?The study adopts the descriptive-analytical approach, supported by the sociological
method, to analyze selected poetic texts by Ma'ruf Al-Rusafi, Muhammad Mahdi Al-Jawahiri, Ahmad Al-Safi Al-
Najafi, and Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab. It investigates the moral values embodied in their poetry and the artistic
techniques employed to influence public awareness and encourage positive behavioral change.The findings reveal
that modern Iraqi poetry has played a significant role in promoting a system of humanitarian and national values,
including social justice, solidarity, patriotism, perseverance, and collective responsibility. Through literary devices
such as symbolism, satire, vivid imagery, and persuasive discourse, Iraqi poets have contributed to fostering ethical
awareness and social cohesion. The study also concludes that these poetic texts can serve as valuable educational
and cultural resources for youth-oriented programs and activities organized by the Wasit Directorate of Youth and
Sports, supporting cultural development, strengthening positive behavior, and encouraging active community
engagement among young people.Keywords: Moral Values; Modern Iraqi Poetry; Youth; Social Behavior;
Cultural Development; Social Awareness.
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