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Abstract
This research aims to study the characteristics and challenges of electoral systems in Iraq, Egypt, and Algeria,
and to analyze their ability to translate citizens' votes into public authority that reflects the principle of popular
sovereignty. It also examines the impact of constitutional and legal rules and electoral procedures on achieving
the legitimacy of political institutions and promoting democratic development. The research's importance stems
from the fact that elections represent the primary tool for exercising popular sovereignty and ensuring the
peaceful transfer of power. Furthermore, the integrity of the electoral system is a key criterion for measuring the
consolidation of democracy and the stability of the political system, especially in light of the political, economic,

and social challenges facing the countries under study. The research employs a comparative approach by
analyzing constitutional texts and electoral laws in Iraq, Egypt, and Algeria, alongside a descriptive-analytical
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approach to interpret the impact of these texts in practice and their conformity with the standards of free and fair
elections. The research yielded several key findings, most notably that all three countries have constitutionally
and legally enshrined the principle of elections as a means of legitimizing power. However, practical
implementation continues to face challenges related to the independence of electoral institutions, legislative and
procedural gaps, and the impact of political, economic, and social factors on popular participation. The research
also revealed that enhancing the integrity of elections requires ongoing legal reform, activating judicial oversight,
guaranteeing the independence of electoral bodies, and disseminating a democratic culture to ensure that
elections become a genuine instrument for expressing the popular will and achieving political stability.
Keywords: Electoral systems of Iraq, Algeria and Egypt - People's sovereignty - Free elections - Political and
social participation - Independence of the electoral institution
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