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Abstract

This study explores the aesthetics of metaphorical construction in the poetry of the Crusades, focusing on the
image of the praised patron through the motif of generosity. It aims to reveal the mechanisms of metaphorical
imagery and its aesthetic and semantic functions within poetic discourse. The study is based on the premise that
metaphor is not merely a rhetorical ornament but a productive artistic structure that generates meaning and shapes
the poet's vision of the patron, linking generosity with heroism as two fundamental values of the Arab-Islamic
cultural consciousness during the Crusading era.The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing
on both classical Arabic rhetoric and modern stylistic criticism to examine the artistic dimensions of metaphorical
imagery and its expressive and communicative functions. The findings demonstrate that the representation of
generosity in Crusade poetry transcends literal description through rich metaphorical constructions that employ
images of nature, the cosmos, movement, and life to emphasize the abundance and continuity of giving. These
metaphors elevate the patron's image, endowing it with symbolic and civilizational significance, where generosity
becomes inseparable from victory, leadership, and the defense of the Muslim community rather than remaining a
mere personal virtue.Keywords: Metaphorical Construction, Crusade Poetry, Praised Patron, Generosity, Poetic
Imagery, Arabic Rhetoric, Aesthetics, Stylistics.
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