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Absract:
This study seeks to uncover the mechanisms by which the image of women is formed in Inam Bioud's novel
"Hawariya," through the dialectic of constraint and liberation. It posits that the author reconstructs the image of
the Algerian woman, moving beyond the stereotypical submissive victim. This image is shaped by a struggle
between a violent socio-cultural constraint—represented by patriarchal authority, the objectification of the body,
and the pressures of customs and traditions—and a symbolic will to liberate itself, striving to reclaim its existence.
The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing feminist criticism, sociological methodology, and
content analysis to deconstruct the dominant patriarchal discourse in the "Al-Hamri" neighborhood and elucidate

the strategies of female resistance within the text. The study concludes that constraint in the novel takes on
intertwined linguistic, physical, psychological, and social dimensions, and that the female characters do not

0.9




M'\m!km X &“ (4) aadf (V1) dixd| py ,a_muwmm

succumb to this constraint. Instead, they create alternative spaces of resistance manifested in three paths: shocking
physical and legal rebellion; liberation through knowledge and awareness via reading; and liberation through
metaphysics and Sufi heritage. Thus, the novel transforms constraint from an instrument of oppression into a
catalyst for the creation of a new, empowered, and expressive female identity. Keywords: feminist criticism,
Algerian novel, image of woman, constraint and liberation, Houaria, Inam Bioud. i
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