Journal Of the Iraqia University (76-9) October (2026)

Q ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 < i Tou s
alao Journal Of the Iraqia University —
ardialianoill available online at: https://www.mabdaa.edu.iq IRROJI

et (el el ” s " iy sk e

(Jabend! LIS ) g 300 oo <8
(PR Py WP HT P IO TN POTES () WY < PRSP ) PP
y.marof@yahoo.com

O 5S 4 651y Ay « Lgatag Ay yat! QAL o B yiaur ) AL o B o Un (e 3 s oS chane
mhmdalqrhlwsy498@gmail.comD
Semiotics of disappearance in the novel '""Without a Trace" by
Muhammad Ali Muhammad/]
Mohammed Karim Murtadall
Skl
cpaally dsasl) A8l o Jxndy Lils) Lo gteagy cdene o dene CalSU ' 3 DU &gy 3 ol il dudps ) 138 Joliy
Ol gy oy (A AaSl) e dSI ) Auhall Caags L Aaaddl) 3a9dily (cantil) el e Ul (A lanilly SNl cibially jsaaall
S sy 4ilSS eanddy oygem (oadd Cum cagasl) e L Tyne s clige G L)) 4 it lle duatl Lyl sally ciledlal
Ofines 2ea ) bl Caacdy cpaill (b paadll Blad) GlaninY sl Slasd) mgiall Gind) adie) dad Algy o 43S e (g
"lia¥ly sl b’ o oY) Gimadll 359 ¢ yealaall V) elna¥ls bl Ll Gunl) sgal) Joli (Aailag cpendy
Lsgl) Gl o SO Conad) ) Lty L gauad) saally ¢ oadplly Sl saally cluaddll cliid) tdad) Ul EO6 PIA (e
) bl palas By elow) ddliasg cOlailly I ghas cailanadly Aadall on dasell o 1 jlae D DA G "5,SI
ae A SlaY) agagl) dalia e RS cduniilly Ldoldl) AWV A Gagid iy «BA aaS LAY ey Y Ay of
2 Ailaase dagliia g iy daalyd 800 Dne Gl Algyl) A Y O BaS5a clanailly SSIAN G canglly dadall Gu agaall 4d DS
pandl e sasasll Cigall )
Ayl Slibasdl il il ciggl) BXIAN gaall cana e dana ¢ B DL celidY] Clibass dalidal) cilalsl)
Abstract[]

This research examines the semiotics of disappearance in the novel "Bila Athar" (Without a Trace) by Muhammad
Ali Muhammad, as a narrative text that operates on the duality of existence and non-existence, presence and
absence, memory and oblivion, within a framework of psychological horror and philosophical suspense. The
study aims to reveal how the author employs signs and narrative symbols to embody a world in which a person
disappears not by death, but by complete erasure from existence, where their images are erased, their memories
are wiped out, and everyone who knew them forgets them, as if they were never born. The research adopts a
semiotic analytical approach to explore the implicit patterns within the text and is divided into an introduction,
two main sections, and a conclusion. The introduction addresses the theoretical foundations of semiotics and
disappearance in contemporary literature. The first section focuses on the "semiotics of erasure and
disappearance" through three main mechanisms: the disappearance of characters, technological and digital
erasure, and physical erasure. The second section focuses on the "semiotics of identity and memory" through
three axes: the fragmentation of identity between the real and the artificial, the conflict of memory and oblivion,
and the semiotics of names and numbers. The study concludes that the novel does not merely depict disappearance
as a supernatural event but delves into its philosophical and psychological connotations, revealing the fragility of
human existence in an era where the boundaries between truth and illusion, memory and oblivion, are fading,
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affirming that disappearance in the novel is not merely a dramatic tool but a semiotic system that reproduces the
existential fear of nothingness.Keywords: Semiotics of Disappearance, Bila Athar, Without a Trace, Muhammad
Ali Muhammad, Erasure, Memory, Identity, Psychological Horror, Narrative Semiotics.
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