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Narratives of Violence in Muhammad Sadiq's Novel “Dama”
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Abstract[]

This research examines the narratives of violence in the novel "Dama" by the Egyptian novelist Muhammad
Sadiq, as a narrative text revealing multiple patterns of violence practiced against women in contemporary
Egyptian society. The study aims to reveal how the author employs narrative and symbolic elements to embody
a deteriorating social reality in which the female character suffers from multiple oppressive systems practicing
various forms of psychological, physical, and social violence, leading to identity fragmentation and loss of self.
The research adopts a critical analytical approach to explore the implicit patterns within the text and is divided
into two main sections. The first section addresses "narratives of institutional violence," focusing on the
mechanisms of familial and societal violence that besiege the protagonist, including paternal violence, marital
violence, and societal violence represented in the stigma of divorce. The second section focuses on "narratives of
psychological violence," demonstrating how human relationships have been transformed into tools of suppression
and subjugation, and how the text reproduces the discourse of violence through multiple narrative techniques,
such as first-person narration, flashbacks, polyphony, and symbolic intensification of spaces of violence. The
study concludes that the novel does not merely depict violence as a transient event but delves into its psychological
and social structure, revealing its hidden patterns that are practiced daily in seemingly natural spaces such as
home, work, and the street, affirming that violence in the novel is not merely a dramatic tool but a cognitive and
ideological system that reproduces masculine hierarchy.
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