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:Abstract

This study examines the dialectic of loss and resurrection in the construction of identity and memory through an
analytical reading of Fai: Operation Resurrection by Nabil Farouk. The research proceeds from the premise that
memory loss in this text is not a mere incidental device serving the detective-spy plot, but rather a profound
semantic structure that raises existential questions about the meaning of human identity and its relationship to the
past, belonging, and homeland.The study traces the protagonist's trajectory from the moment of his fall and injury
during the October 1973 War, through the coma that erases his memory entirely, to the moment of "second birth"
when he regains consciousness devoid of any prior personal history, and is given the symbolic name "Fai" — the
mathematical symbol denoting the "empty value" — expressing a human being without a past whose identity is
reconstructed from zero. The research reveals how this loss, which appears on the surface as a human tragedy,
becomes the foundational condition for the birth of a superhuman hero who serves his nation unburdened by the
weight of individual memories, in an artistic equation linking identity-based nothingness to national
resurrection. The study seeks to uncover the mechanisms by which this dialectic is constructed in the text, through
examining the significance and function of the symbolic name, analyzing the relationship between lost memory
and fabricated new identity, and identifying the symbolic dimension linking individual "resurrection" to the
national resurrection embodied by the October War in Egyptian collective memory. The study concludes that
Nabil Farouk's novel, within its popular detective framework, carries a deeper intellectual structure deserving
careful critical reading, as it reformulates the question of human identity as something capable of being reshaped
anew, even under the harshest conditions of loss and erasure.

Keywords: Identity, Memory, Resurrection, Loss, Fai Operation Resurrection, Nabil Farouk, Spy Fiction.
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