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Abstract
This study examines the aesthetics and artistic techniques of place in the novel "Rosetta" by Azza Diab, treating
place not merely as a backdrop but as a central structural element. The novel is set in the Egyptian city of Rosetta
(Rashid) and vividly evokes its architectural and social details: old houses, clay ovens, narrow alleys, the Nile's
banks and recurring floods, alongside traditional markets and trading houses. The research seeks to reveal how
these spaces transform from a mere geographical frame into a meaningful structure carrying symbolic,
psychological, and social functions, contributing to shaping the characters' identities and determining their
fates.The study adopts a semiotic and aesthetic approach to fictional space, drawing on critical concepts such as
Gaston Bachelard's "poetics of space" and the classifications of open/closed and intimate/public space. It also
examines the artistic techniques the author employs in constructing place: dense sensory description, the
engagement of the senses (smell, color, sound), and the alternation between real place (historical Rosetta) and
imagined or memory-based space.The study concludes that place in "Rosetta" is not a secondary element but an
active force intersecting with time, character, and event, contributing to the author's vision of the Egyptian

individual's relationship with their roots and local heritage amid social transformation.
Keywords: Fictional place, aesthetics of place, Rosetta (novel), Azza Diab, spatial semiotics
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