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Abstract []
This study provides an expanded critical and analytical investigation of Ghassan Kanafani’s seminal novel ,Men
in the Sun ,using a contemporary semiotic approach that focuses intensely on "The Displaced Body and the
Prison Space" as two intertwined daccric structures embodying the tragedy of refuge and alienation. Across its
comprehensive chapters, the research aims to deconstruct the semantic and semiotic configurations governing
the physical and ontological transformations of the three protagonists' bodies (Abu Qais, Assad, and Marwan)
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inside the truck's iron tank. It meticulously traces how this mechanical transit object is semiotically transfigured
into a suffocating existential cell and a material coffin. This space enforces a progressive, geometrically
calculated physiological erosion on the characters' bodies, violently reducing them from living human agents
into reified, passive matter fused with the rusted metal.In contrast to this physical annihilation, the paper
interrogates the body of the driver (Abu Al-Khaizuran) as a complex signifier of biological impotence and
political castration. It examines his psychological defense mechanisms, established through hollow verbosity
and fabricated sexual exploits, which tragically colluded with bureaucratic border delays to exhaust the
remaining oxygen in the back. Furthermore, the analysis extends beyond human anatomy to scrutinize the
semiotics of accompanying objects and accessories—such as ragged clothing, forged identity documents, and
abandoned luggage—interpreting their active role in deepening the crisis of legal belonging, erasing material
memory, and inducing a state of administrative non-existence.The study also dedicates rigorous analysis to the
sensory and auditory dimension of the text, demonstrating the systemic regression of the human voice in favor
of mechanical noise. It deconstructs the "poetics of suffocation" and the descriptive discourse of the tank’s
internal darkness, which relies on a burning haptic and thermal semiotics to substitute for absent speech. Finally,
the research deconstructs the shocking concluding scene, focusing on the eloquence of absolute silence, the
dumping of naked corpses onto a garbage heap, the bitter irony of the wristwatches ticking amidst decay, and a
critical anatomical reading of the driver's delayed, guilt-evading scream. The study concludes that Kanafani
successfully transformed the human body from a neutral biological shell into a hyper-charged semiotic text,
profoundly articulating the alienation of national identity, the paralysis of collective action, and the brutal
reification of human beings under the weight of colonial displacement and capitalist greed (Abstracted from the
current study's chapters).Keywords :Semiotics of the Body, Displaced Body, Prison Space, Ghassan Kanafani,
Men in the Sun, Reification, Eloquence of Silence, Border Architecture, Poetics of Suffocation.
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