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Abstract
Bribery and embezzlement are specific offenses committed by public officials or individuals charged with a public
service. Criminal policy encompasses the measures proposed to the legislator to combat these two crimes; it
identifies the social interests worthy of protection and selects the most appropriate and effective penalties to

achieve this objective. In this context, criminal policy establishes guidelines for addressing these offenses,
focusing on defining the criminal acts and imposing the necessary criminal and disciplinary sanctions to combat
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bribery and embezzlement within Iraqi legislation. Various official and non-official bodies work to combat
corruption stemming from bribery and embezzlement in post-2003 Iraq, most notably the Council of
Representatives, the Commission of Integrity, the Board of Supreme Audit, the Offices of Inspectors General, the
government (representing the executive authority), and the judiciary. In Iran, Article 588 of the Islamic Penal
Code addresses bribery, while Note 2 of the Law on Intensifying Penalties for Bribery, Embezzlement, and Fraud
mandates the confiscation of funds derived from bribery and the revocation of any privilege obtained by the
briber. The legislator addressed the issue of combating these offenses with firmness and seriousness;
consequently, in the year 1367, the Expediency Discernment Council approved a law increasing the penalties for
bribery, embezzlement, and fraud. Keywords: Embezzlement, bribery, criminal penalties.
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