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Abstract
This study examines international protection of civilian infrastructure against economic sanctions, using Iraq as
a primary case revealing the structural tension between sanctions as a tool for maintaining international peace and
security and international law obligations to protect fundamental and developmental rights. Its importance lies in
analyzing the limits of international responsibility for disproportionate sanctions, assessing the adequacy of
existing mechanisms for preventing violations and securing redress, and ensuring safeguards against collective
punishment. The research problem is that economic sanctions, despite their initial legitimacy, become
internationally wrongful when they destroy or disrupt civilian infrastructure in a manner depriving individuals of
basic rights, requiring analysis of their legal effects on developmental rights, peaceful nuclear energy, and
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renewable energy in Iraq. The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology, relying on
the UN Charter, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Security Council resolutions, documented international reports, and juristic
opinions, while applying proportionality, distinction, and international responsibility criteria. It concludes that
Iraq’s comprehensive sanctions regime exceeded its security limits, systematically undermining permanent
sovereignty over natural resources, the right to development, and peaceful uses of energy, and that the absence of
a clear military—civilian distinction and effective judicial review led to prolonged violations of health, food, water,
and energy security, requiring fundamental reform and fair compensation.

Keywords: International protection, civilian infrastructure, economic sanctions, international law, Iraq.
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