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Constitutional Frameworks for Political, Economic, and Social Development

in Iraq and Iran: A Comparative Study of Constitutional Guarantees and
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Abstract
This study examines the constitutional frameworks governing political, economic, and social development in Iraq
and Iran by analyzing the extent to which constitutional provisions in both countries are capable of moving beyond
the formal recognition of rights and principles to the achievement of tangible developmental outcomes. The study
adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology, while also drawing on the historical approach to
explain the evolution of constitutional structures and their associated political and institutional contexts. It
addresses three interrelated dimensions: democracy and human rights and their impact on political participation
and development; the constitutional foundations of economic development, investment, and the management and
distribution of national wealth; and social justice, the protection of vulnerable groups, and the extent to which

constitutional guarantees are reflected in practice. The study concludes that both constitutional systems establish
a broad range of guarantees, yet their developmental effectiveness is constrained by several factors. In Iraq,
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power-sharing arrangements, institutional weakness, corruption, the rentier economy, and overlapping
jurisdictions limit the practical impact of constitutional provisions. In Iran, development is constrained by
centralized decision-making, the dominance of the public and quasi-governmental sectors, investment
restrictions, and weaknesses in certain implementation mechanisms. The comparison further reveals a clear gap
between constitutional texts and their practical application in political participation, resource distribution, social
security, employment, education, health, and housing. The study therefore concludes that successful
constitutionally grounded development depends on institutional efficiency, clear implementing legislation,
effective oversight, sustainable financing, and the transformation of constitutional rights into measurable and
enforceable public policies. Accordingly, the developmental value of a constitution is ultimately measured by its
capacity to improve citizens’ lives and promote justice and stability.Keywords: Constitutional Guarantees;
Comprehensive Development; Iraq and Iran; The Gap Between Constitutional Text and Implementation.
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