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Abstract

This research examines the concept of wilaya (sainthood) as understood by Sheikh Muhammad Bagqir al-Balk1
al-Kurdistani. The study seeks to elucidate his vision in defining the wali (saint), determining his attributes,
conditions, and the classifications of wilaya in his thought, drawing upon his principal works. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology in surveying and interpreting the relevant texts, alongside a
comparative approach to situate them within their broader Sufi intellectual heritage. The study concludes that
al-Balki defines the wali as one who possesses gnosis of God (ma'rifa), whose words and deeds conform to
Islamic law (sharT'a), and that he approaches wilaya from multiple angles, classifying it through a fourfold
system that combines spiritual, epistemic, social, and doctrinal criteria. Keywords: Wali, Wilaya, al-Balki,
Mukashafa, Shart'a and Tariqa, Sainthood.
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