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Abstract
This study examines the penalties and legal consequences of unlawful disposal of government funds and
property through a comparative analysis of Iraqi. Iranian. and Egyptian law. The importance of the subject
stems from the role of public assets in operating public services. implementing governmental functions. and
serving collective interests. Unlawful use of such assets may cause financial loss and undermine public trust
in administrative institutions. The study addresses the adequacy of criminal. administrative. and financial
sanctions in responding to this conduct. with particular attention to the nature of the act. the offender’s official
position. the resulting harm. and any unlawful benefit obtained. A descriptive. analytical. and comparative
method is adopted to explain the concept of public and government property. identify forms of unlawful
disposal. and compare original penalties. administrative sanctions. and financial consequences. The findings
indicate that Iranian and Iraqi law adopt different penal approaches. Iranian law provides for corporal
punishment. a fine equivalent to the benefit obtained when such benefit exists. compensation for damage.
and payment of reasonable rent. Under Article 316 of the Iraqi Penal Code, misusing public office to
appropriate state property is punishable by imprisonment. Article 335 provides imprisonment for up to ten
years or detention for appropriation without intent to own property held by virtue of office. The study further
finds that criminal punishment alone cannot ensure effective protection of public assets. Effective protection
requires the integration of criminal accountability with administrative liability. restitution. compensation.
recovery of unlawful benefits. and coordination between judicial. supervisory. and administrative authorities.
The study concludes that sanctions should be individualized according to intent. harm. benefit. duration of
conduct. and the offender’s role. while restitution should not become a means of avoiding criminal liability.
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