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Abstract
This study examines the capacity of Iraqi criminal policy to prevent violence against children within the family
and school environment before such violence escalates into conduct warranting criminal punishment. The
research problem arises from a clear legislative discrepancy: Article 29(4) of the Constitution of the Republic
of Iraq of 2005 prohibits all forms of violence and abuse within the family, school, and society, whereas Article
41(1) of Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969 recognizes the disciplining of minor children by parents, teachers,
and persons acting in a similar capacity as a form of the exercise of a lawful right, provided that it is carried out
within the limits prescribed by law, Islamic law, or custom.The study adopts a critical analytical legal
methodology, examining relevant federal legislative provisions, as well as the Law on Combating Domestic
Violence No. 8 of 2011 in the Kurdistan Region, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the

interpretations issued by its Committee, in addition to relevant Iraqi empirical and legal studies.The analysis
demonstrates that Iraq possesses an important constitutional basis for child protection, together with a number
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of criminal, educational, and institutional mechanisms. However, these mechanisms remain fragmented and do
not yet constitute a clear and comprehensive federal framework for the early detection, reporting, risk
assessment, referral, and follow-up of cases of violence against children. Furthermore, the flexibility of the
concept of discipline allows for significant variation in the assessment of the same conduct from one family or
institution to another The study concludes that Article 41 of the Penal Code should be reconsidered, with an
explicit prohibition of corporal punishment and degrading treatment of children in all environments. It also
recommends the adoption of a comprehensive federal child protection law, the regulation of reporting and
referral mechanisms, and the integration of judicial intervention with psychological, social, and educational
services aimed at protecting children and preventing the recurrence of violence .Keywords: Preventive Criminal
Policy, Domestic Violence, School Violence, Child, Criminal Protection, Iraqi Law M
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