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Abstract:

This research examines the role of the Iraqi press in reducing the spread of low-quality content through social
media platforms, in light of the transformations taking place in the digital media environment and the
opportunities provided by social media for the rapid production, circulation, and redistribution of content. The
research aims to clarify the concept of low-quality content, its characteristics and forms, and to analyze the causes
of its spread and its media, social, and cultural effects. It also seeks to identify the roles that the Iraqi press can
play in addressing this phenomenon and to examine the main mechanisms and challenges that limit the
effectiveness of such a role. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach through an analysis of relevant
literature, studies, sources, legislation, and regulatory frameworks related to low-quality content, digital
journalism, and social responsibility in the Iraqi media environment. The research concludes that reducing the
spread of low-quality content cannot rely solely on legal and regulatory measures; rather, it requires an integrated
approach involving journalistic, educational, awareness-raising, regulatory, and legal roles. The findings indicate
that the Iraqi press possesses important mechanisms for addressing this phenomenon, particularly public
awareness and education, information verification, the production of alternative content, analytical and
interpretive reporting, and the promotion of media and digital literacy. However, the effectiveness of these roles
is constrained by several professional, technological, financial, legal, and awareness-related challenges. The
research recommends adopting a sustainable media strategy, developing journalists’ digital verification skills,
establishing specialized fact-checking units, and producing attractive professional content capable of competing
with low-quality content, while maintaining a balance between freedom of expression and professional and social
responsibility. Keywords: Low-Quality ContentK¢< Iraqi Press¢ Social Media¢ Digital Media< Social
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