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Abstract
This study aimed to examine the effect of CEO power on earnings management in banks listed on the Iraq Stock
Exchange. To achieve this objective, the study adopted a quantitative approach by analyzing the informational
content of the financial reports of 15 listed banks over the period 2015-2024. A set of descriptive and inferential
statistical techniques was employed to test the study hypotheses. Earnings management was measured using the
Modified Jones Model, while CEO power was measured based on indicators commonly adopted in the relevant
literature. The results revealed a significant positive effect of CEO power on earnings management, indicating that
higher levels of CEO power are associated with greater earnings management practices in the sample banks.
Based on these findings, the study recommends strengthening corporate governance and monitoring mechanisms
in banks where CEOs possess high levels of power, in order to mitigate earnings management practices and
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enhance the quality of financial reporting.Keywords: CEO Power, Earnings Management, Listed Banks, Iraq
Stock Exchange
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