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Abstract: Our research examines the study of the semiotics of passions in the poetry collection Prophecy of Love
by the Iraqi poet Majid Al-Hassan, which forms the core of the poetic experience in the texts. The research begins
from the idea that passions are not merely separate emotions or passing affective states, but rather symbolic
systems that are constructed within the poetic discourse through linguistic, rhythmic, and imagistic mechanisms
that contribute to forming a complex meaning that goes beyond emotional disclosure. The passions in Al-
Hassan’s poetry are grounded in the duality of love/absence, through which emotion is shaped by small narratives
that progress from desire toward longing, and from presence toward defeat. The texts reveal that love is not a
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completed state, but a prophetic project open to possibilities, where desire intertwines with fear, certainty with
probability, and waiting with collapse. Through these dualities, the poet creates a semantic space in which his
self interacts with the subject of love as a driving force of the discourse, not merely a subject of feeling. The poet
relies on a network of semiotic signs such as images of light, water, specter, and shadows, which perform an
emotional function that intensifies the tension of his desiring or loving self. Light is often associated with hope
and radiance, whereas shadows turn into an indicator of absence and the impossibility of fulfillment. The poet
also uses repeated linguistic rhythms and recurring references that generate a state of affective breath that pulls
the reader into the path of emotion step after step. Our research highlights how passions are constructed through
mechanisms of inner transformation of the self, which moves from emotional impulsiveness to contemplation,
and from rapture to awareness of the wounds of personal experience. This transformation is what grants the texts
their semiotic depth, as love becomes a mirror for the self’s awareness and a laboratory for testing its weakness
and strength at the same time. In the end, the research concludes that Majid Al-Hassan presents in Prophecy of
Love a model of poetry that makes passions a semantic pathway that surpasses direct expression, establishing a
meaning based on tension, waiting, and the search for a being formed through language before taking shape in
reality. Keywords: passions, semiotics, love, Majid Al-Hassan, semiotics of passions.
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