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Abstract:

This research examines the dystopian features (the literature of the corrupt city) in the novel "The Symphony of
the Seventh Day" by the Jordanian novelist Jalal Barjas. The study aims to reveal how the author employs
narrative and symbolic elements to embody a tragic reality in a fictional city suffering from a "strange epidemic"
in which the inhabitants lose their senses and their reflections in mirrors, leading to the erosion of human identity.
The research adopts a critical analytical approach to explore the implicit patterns within the text and is divided
into two main sections. The first section addresses "the dystopia of place and body," focusing on the dialectic of
center and periphery and the body as a prison for lost identity. The second section focuses on "the dystopia of the
soul and the unseen," demonstrating how myths and ancient manuscripts have been transformed into tools for
suppressing the present and alienating human will. The study concludes that the novel does not merely depict
physical ruin but delves into the existential and psychological ruin of contemporary humanity.
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