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Abstract:This analytical study examines the novel Danshmand by Mauritanian novelist Ahmed Fal Al-Din,
which was shortlisted for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction (Booker) in 2025, shedding light on the twin
issues of identity and alienation as the central axes of the novel's narrative structure. The research explores how
the author employs characters and their spatial settings to reveal the crisis of belonging experienced by the
Mauritanian individual at the crossroads of cultures — caught between a deep African heritage, Arab-Islamic
identity, and encroaching modernity. The study analyses the human archetypes the author has crafted for his
characters, highlighting the role of collective memory and folk cultural heritage in shaping identity and resisting
erasure. It also examines the deployment of time and place as narrative tools that deepen the social and
psychological dimensions of the text. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology in its approach to
the novelistic text, aiming to uncover the creative vision that renders Danshmand a distinctive literary voice —
one that redraws the map of geographical and cultural marginality within the contemporary Arabic novel.
Keywords: Ahmed Fal Al-Din, Danshmand, Mauritanian Novel, Identity and Alienation, Cultural Heritage.
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