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Abstract:

This study examines speech acts in the commentary on the Hashimiyyat of al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi
from a pragmatic perspective. It aims to identify the nature, patterns, illocutionary functions, and communicative
purposes of the speech acts employed by al-Kumayt, taking into consideration the contexts in which they occur.
The study is grounded in Speech Act Theory, initially developed by J. L. Austin and subsequently elaborated by
John Searle, with particular attention to the concepts of illocutionary force and direct and indirect speech acts.
The analysis focuses on selected poetic passages from al-Kumayt's poetry in order to examine how linguistic
expressions may move beyond their literal meanings to acquire pragmatic meanings determined by context, the
relationship between speaker and hearer, and the psychological, social, and cultural circumstances surrounding
the communicative event. The study adopts a pragmatic analytical approach to selected poetic examples,
identifying their representative, directive, and other illocutionary functions and examining their communicative,
argumentative, and perlocutionary purposes. The findings demonstrate that al-Kumayt's use of speech acts was
not arbitrary; rather, it was closely associated with his communicative intentions and the contexts in which his
poetry was produced, particularly in expressing his intellectual and political positions and defending the Prophet's
family. The analysis also shows that a single linguistic structure may perform more than one pragmatic function
and that identifying the illocutionary force of a speech act requires consideration not only of its linguistic form
but also of the context, the speaker's intentions, and the relationship between the discourse and its recipient.
Accordingly, the pragmatic analysis reveals an important dimension of the artistic and argumentative value of al-
Kumayt's poetry and demonstrates the effectiveness of language in conveying intentions and influencing the
hearer. Keywords (Pragmatics, Speech Acts, The Hashimiyyat of Al-Kumayt ibn Zayd
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