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Qiraat
(A Study of the Relationship between Phonetic Variation and
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Abstract:
This study investigates the phonetic idiosyncrasies (infiradat) of the seven canonical Quranic readers as a
unique linguistic corpus preserving traces of the dialectal diversity that accompanied the revelation of the
Quran. It re-examines this phenomenon from a sociolinguistic perspective, testing whether the dialectal
attribution method employed in classical qiraat commentaries satisfies the methodological conditions that
modern sociolinguistics imposes on linking a phonetic feature to a specific speech community. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical comparative method, the study examines a purposive sample of fourteen Quranic textual

witnesses distributed across four hierarchical phonetic levels: consonantal substitution, vocalic alternation,
performative variation (imala), and articulatory assimilation (idgham), analyzed through three converging
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lenses: articulatory-phonetic analysis, lexical-contextual analysis grounded in the giraat and tafsir literature,
and analysis informed by sociolinguistic constructs such as the linguistic variable, speech community,
overt/covert prestige, and social markers of speech. Results show that the correlation between a phonetic
variant and its purported dialectal environment is probabilistic and graded rather than deterministic, reaching
its highest consistency in idgham—where articulatory economy converges with geographic distribution—
followed by imala, then vocalic alternation, while weakening considerably in consonantal substitutions
attested by a single source. The case of the (reader Abu ‘Amr al-Basri reveals a telling contradiction between
his behavior in imala and idgham, demonstrating that a reader's choice is a variable outcome of dialect,
scholastic affiliation, and academic competition combined. The study recommends classifying variants by
evidentiary strength, incorporating contemporary field dialectological surveys, and applying sociolinguistic
tools to reinterpret the classical giraat heritage. Keywords:

Language Diversity, Sociolinguistics, Quanic Readings, Seven Readers, Unique Qiraat, Arabic Dialects.
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