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Abstract
This study examines the conceptual and methodological framework linking the foundational principles of the
Rhetorical Interpretive School (Al-Madrasah al-Bayaniyyah)—spearheaded by Amin al-Khuli, Aisha Abd al-
Rahman (Bint al-Shati), and Shukri Ayyad—with the contemporary critical project of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd.
The central problem addresses whether Abu Zayd's work represents a complementary development of Al-
Khuli’s rhetorical foundations or constitutes a radical epistemological shift that incorporates modern linguistic,
semiotic, and hermeneutical approaches beyond the traditional parameters of the school.
To analyze this dynamic, the research adopts an analytical and comparative approach. It systematically surveys
the theoretical formulations and practical applications of the Rhetorical School, contrasting them with Abu

Zayd's core texts—specifically Concept of the Text, Critique of Religious Discourse, and Rethinking Reading
and Mechanisms of Interpretation.
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The study reveals that the relationship between Abu Zayd and the Rhetorical School operates through a
dialectic of continuity and discontinuity. Methodological continuity is evident in Abu Zayd’s adherence to key
foundational tenets: prioritizing the linguistic nature of the Quranic text, applying Al-Khuli's imperative to
study context before text ("studying what surrounds the Quran before studying what is within it") via
traditional Quranic sciences, and rejecting ideologically driven interpretations. Conversely, methodological
discontinuity manifests as a major epistemological transition from traditional rhetoric toward structural
linguistics, semiotics, and discourse analysis. This shift redefines scripture from a static rhetorical model into
an active cultural dynamic—"the text as a cultural product and a producer of culture"—thereby opening the
Quranic text to modern hermeneutics, interpretive plurality, and the fusion of horizons.
Keywords: Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd; The Rhetorical School (4/-Madrasah al-Bayaniyyah); Amin al-Khuli;
Concept of the Text; Discourse Analysis; Semiotics; Hermeneutics; Historicity of the Text. i
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