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Abstract
This study aims to investigate the fundamental transformations in information seeking behavior within the era of
generative Al systems and to elucidate the role of "Al literacy" as a cognitive mediator. Methodologically, this is
a fundamental-theoretical research that employs a narrative-conceptual synthesis approach to critically analyze
the literature. The findings indicate that with the emergence of generative and autonomous agents, the classical
paradigm of user interaction with "passive retrieval repositories" has shifted toward an "active algorithmic
dialogue" and co-creation. This profound paradigm shift poses a formidable epistemological challenge to the
theoretical adequacy of traditional information seeking models (such as those of Wilson and Ellis). Within this
novel ecosystem, Al literacy emerges as a multidimensional construct—encompassing technical, critical, ethical,
and communicative-cognitive dimensions—that functions as a "cognitive filter" and the interactive core. An
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analysis of behavioral patterns reveals that a deficiency in this literacy leads to over-reliance, cognitive
complacency, and the unquestioning acceptance of "AI hallucinations." Conversely, highly literate users, by
adopting iterative strategies and trust calibration, successfully achieve effective literature synthesis while
preserving human agency. Ultimately, by proposing a four-layered conceptual framework, this study models the
mediating mechanisms of this variable. It concludes that higher education policymakers must restructure classical
information literacy curricula, shifting the pedagogical focus from keyword-based searching toward cultivating
skills in "critical prompt engineering" and the management of "multi-agent dynamicsKeywords: Information
Seeking Behavior, Al Literacy, Algorithmic Mediation, Generative Systems, Conceptual Framework, Human

Agency, Library and Information Science.
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