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Abstract

This study provides a comprehensive comparison between Iraq and Syria in their fight against terrorism by
analyzing the criminal legislation and laws in force in both countries. The study aims to highlight the similarities
and differences between the two legal systems and to assess the effectiveness of their application in reducing
terrorist crimes, while considering the legal and procedural challenges facing the relevant authorities. The study
reveals that Iraqi and Syrian legislation share many fundamental legal concepts, such as considering terrorism a
violent crime aimed at threatening national security and political stability, and applying exceptional penalties and
criminal procedures to address this type of crime. However, there are significant differences between the two

countries. Syrian law is characterized by a broad definition of terrorism that includes political crimes and
violations that threaten public order, granting authorities extensive powers that may affect fundamental rights and
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freedoms. In contrast, Iraqi law focuses on organized armed activities, with a clearer scope of criminalization.
The comparison demonstrates that these differences directly impact criminal policy and the effectiveness of
counterterrorism efforts in each country, highlighting the need to review certain definitions and procedures to
ensure a balance between national security and the protection of fundamental rights. The study offers practical
and legislative recommendations to strengthen the state's capacity to combat terrorism. These include developing
legislation, improving implementation mechanisms, and providing institutional training, while drawing on
comparative experiences between Iraq and Syria to develop a more effective and equitable criminal
policy.Keywords: Counterterrorism, Criminal Law, Iraqi Legislation, Syrian Legislation, Comparative Study,

Criminal Policy
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