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Abstract
This study examines the legal framework governing the use of surveillance cameras in crime prevention and its
impact on visual media, through a comparative study between Iraq and Egypt. It proceeds from a central problem:
how to achieve a balance between the requirements of public security and crime detection on the one hand, and
the protection of the right to privacy, the inviolability of private life, and the presumption of innocence on the

other.The importance of this topic has increased due to the widespread use of cameras in streets, institutions,
commercial premises, and workplaces, as well as the transformation of video recordings into material circulated
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in criminal investigations, news bulletins, programs, and digital platforms. The study adopts the descriptive-
analytical method in examining constitutional, criminal, procedural, and media-related legal texts, and also
employs the comparative method to identify points of strength and weakness in the Iraqi and Egyptian
experiences.The study concludes that Egypt possesses a relatively more advanced regulatory framework through
laws concerning personal data protection, combating information technology crimes, media regulation, and public
shops, while there remains a need for a comprehensive law that regulates surveillance cameras in detail. Iraq, by
contrast, still relies largely on general and fragmented rules, which weakens legal certainty regarding the
installation of cameras, the retention of recordings, their media broadcast, and their evidentiary value in criminal
proceedings. The study recommends the enactment of a special Iraqi law on digital evidence and visual
surveillance, as well as the establishment of professional standards for visual media to ensure that images are not
transformed from a means of justice and prevention into a tool for defamation or violation of privacy.Keywords:
surveillance cameras, crime prevention, visual media, privacy, digital evidence, Iraqi law, Egyptian law.
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