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Abstract

This study examines the concept of methodological integration between transmitted and rational evidences in
inferential tafsir and clarifies its role in constructing a sound Qur’anic understanding that combines fidelity to
revealed sources with valid rational inquiry. The study is based on the assumption that inferential tafsir can only
function properly when it rests on a balanced interaction between transmitted evidence—represented by the
Qur’an, the Sunnah, the statements of the Companions and Successors, and the established principles of tafsir—
and rational evidence, which contributes to understanding relations, deriving purposes, resolving apparent
tensions, and weighing possibilities. The study adopts a descriptive and analytical method, while also benefiting
from critical and comparative approaches through selected exegetical models that demonstrate different forms of
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interaction between transmission and reason, such as the tafsirs of al-Tabari, al-Razi, al-Tabarsi, al-Zamakhshari,
Ibn Ashur, and al-Mizan. The study concludes that the relationship between transmission and reason in tafsir is
not one of contradiction, but of functional complementarity: transmitted evidence constitutes the foundation and
regulating criterion, while reason serves as an instrument for understanding, inference, organization, and
preference. It further shows that methodological failure in inferential tafsir often arises from one of two extremes:
either rigid adherence to certain reports without proper awareness of context, language, and the objectives of
discourse, or excessive rationalization that leads to remote interpretations unsupported by the text or by the Arabic
language. The study argues that the most suitable method in inferential tafsir is an integrative approach in which
the text remains the foundation and reason operates in its service within recognized linguistic, legal-theoretical,
and exegetical boundaries. Keywords:Inferential tafsir, transmitted evidences, rational evidences, methodological
integration, principles of tafsir, inference, preference, interpretation. g
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