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Abstract

This study examines the concept of *wilayah* in the Holy Qur’an and its role in shaping the understanding of
religious authority through a comparative study of Sunni and Twelver Shi‘i exegesis. It begins by analysing the
linguistic and Qur’anic meanings of the root related to *wilayah*, highlighting its diverse uses in support,
affection, proximity, guardianship, administration, and authority. The study then focuses on the central verses
relevant to the subject, particularly the Verse of Wilayah, the Verse of Those in Authority, and the Verses of
Proclamation and Completion. It presents the Sunni position, which generally interprets *wilayah* in its broader
sense related to support and the believing community, and maintains that religious and political authority is
established through consultation, selection, and allegiance within the limits of Islamic law. In contrast, it examines
the Twelver Shi‘i position, which regards the Verse of Wilayah as a specific reference to Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib
and links the Verse of Those in Authority to the infallible Imams from the Prophet’s Household, thus viewing the
Imamate as a divinely appointed office based on explicit designation and infallibility. The study adopts an

analytical-comparative method through examining the Qur’anic text, context, transmitted reports, and their impact
on the theological and political perspectives of both schools. It concludes that disagreement over the concept of
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*wilayah* extends beyond linguistic interpretation to the formation of two distinct frameworks for understanding
religious legitimacy.
Keywords: Wilayah, Holy Qur’an, Sunni Exegesis, Twelver Shi‘i Exegesis, Religious Authority.
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