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Abstract
This study examines the concept of differential association in light of the Holy Qur’an by explaining the influence
of the social environment and relationships with individuals and groups on shaping human behavior and directing
it toward righteousness or deviance. The study proceeds from the premise that human behavior does not develop
in isolation from its social surroundings; rather, it is influenced by the ideas, values, and behavioral patterns
individuals acquire through continuous interaction with others. The Holy Qur’an presents various examples
illustrating the influence of companionship, role models, and the social environment on personality formation. It
also warns against associating with corrupt companions and yielding to the pressure of deviant groups, while

encouraging the selection of righteous companions who strengthen faith and moral values. The study adopts an
inductive and analytical approach by examining relevant Qur’anic verses and analyzing their social and
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educational implications. It concludes that the Qur’anic perspective on differential association combines an
explanation of the social environment’s influence on behavior with an affirmation of individual responsibility for
personal choices. It also provides preventive and remedial measures for reducing deviance, foremost among which
are reforming the social environment, strengthening self-monitoring, and promoting positive role
models.Keywords: Differential Association, Holy Qur’an, Social Environment, Companionship, Behavioral

Deviance.
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