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Abstractl]

This study addresses the legal problem of international economic sanctions exceeding their declared security
purpose to undermine the rights-based and developmental structure of targeted societies, using Iraq as a prominent
case study as the longest comprehensive sanctions regime imposed by the Security Council. The significance of
the research lies in exposing the gap between the legality of international sanctions under Chapter VII of the UN
Charter and the obligations of international human rights law that require protecting popular participation,
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accountability, and equality of opportunity as essential components of the right to development. The study
evaluates the responsibility of the international community for the indirect effects of sanctions on the ability of
Iraqi individuals and institutions to exercise their economic, social, and civil rights, and the adequacy of existing
international rules in providing protection from prolonged collective measures. The study adopts a descriptive,
analytical, critical, and comparative methodology, drawing on relevant international instruments, particularly the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, and the Y%A?Declaration on the Right to Development, while analyzing treaty body jurisprudence and
documented international reports concerning the Oil-for-Food Programme and sanctions committee mechanisms.
The study concludes that comprehensive sanctions restricted democratic space by transferring financial and
allocative decision-making authority to international bodies not subject to popular accountability, violated the
principles of transparency and access to information as procedural preconditions for effective participation, and
dismantled the middle class and social protection networks, thereby deepening social inequality and weakening
family and community institutions. The study also demonstrates that the discriminatory effects of sanctions fell
disproportionately on women, youth, and unskilled workers, and that the international community's responsibility
does not stop at mitigating urgent humanitarian harm but extends to a legal obligation of social reconstruction
and reparation for accumulated institutional damage, which requires reforming international sanctions
mechanisms and subjecting them to strict human rights safeguards.Keywords: international economic sanctions,
popular participation, equality of opportunity, right to development, Iraq. i
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