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Abstract
This study examines proxy warfare as one of the most complex patterns of contemporary armed conflict. In such
conflicts, certain States support armed groups or irregular forces operating within the territory of another State by
providing funding, weapons, training, intelligence, or logistical assistance in pursuit of political or military

objectives without becoming directly involved in hostilities. This form of warfare creates ambiguity regarding the
nature of the relationship between the supporting State and the proxy actor, while also making it difficult to
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attribute unlawful conduct and determine legal responsibility for violations committed during the conflict.The
study aims to clarify the concept and characteristics of proxy warfare and to analyze the principal legal challenges
it poses under public international law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law, particularly
those relating to the responsibility of States and individuals involved in supporting armed groups. It also examines
the adequacy of existing international legal rules in holding indirect actors accountable when they play a decisive
role in prolonging or intensifying armed conflicts despite not participating directly in combat operations.The
study further focuses on the implications of proxy warfare for the protection of human rights and the serious
violations commonly associated with it, including extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detention, enforced
disappearance, and the obstruction of humanitarian assistance to civilians. It adopts descriptive and analytical
approaches by examining relevant international legal instruments and analyzing scholarly and judicial positions
concerning the responsibility of States and armed groups. The study concludes that the indirect nature of proxy
warfare contributes to significant gaps in legal accountability, requiring the development of clearer attribution
mechanisms and stronger international cooperation to prevent those responsible for serious violations from
escaping punishment.Keywords: Proxy warfare, international law, armed conflicts, State responsibility,
international criminal responsibility, human rights, armed groups, humanitarian protection. i
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