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Abstract:

This study examines the educational approach to Qur’anic exegesis through Sayyid ‘Abd al-A‘la al-Sabzawar1’s

Mawahib al-Rahman, highlighting its role in connecting the Qur’anic text with individual moral refinement and

social reform. It aims to identify the principal features of al-Sabzawar’s educational methodology and analyze

its applications in interpreting verses related to charitable giving, religious freedom, jihad, and moral values. The

study demonstrates that his approach connects education with faith and servitude to God, integrates reason and

spirituality, draws upon the heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), and pays close attention to Qur’anic

objectives and social reality. It also shows that Qur’anic values are not merely theoretical rulings, but educational

programs that contribute to spiritual purification, justice, and social solidarity. The comparison reveals that al-

Sabzawari’s approach is distinguished by its spiritual and mystical depth, whereas other exegetical approaches

vary between philosophical analysis, social application, dynamic reform, and linguistic interpretation. The study

concludes that al-Sabzawari’s educational exegesis offers an integrated vision for developing both the individual

and society. It recommends strengthening its presence in Qur’anic studies and educational curricula and applying
it to contemporary social challenges.
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abstract

This research examines the educational approach to interpreting the Holy Quran, considering it one of the most
important methodologies that connects the Quranic text to the practical reality of the individual and society,
transforming it into a civilizational project for purification and reform. The research focuses on the interpretation
of "Mawahib al-Rahman" by Sayyid Abd al-A'la al-Sabzawari, one of the most prominent contemporary Shi'a
exegetes. His methodology is distinguished by linking education to servitude to God, combining intellect and
spirituality, and drawing upon the heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), while emphasizing the social
dimension of reform. Al-Sabzawari demonstrates that major Quranic values such as charity, religious freedom,
jihad, and justice are not merely legal rulings, but rather educational programs aimed at refining the soul and
building a cohesive society based on justice, mercy, and mutual support. The first section of the research
presented the characteristics of the educational approach in exegesis, such as the connection between education
and faith, the focus on objectives, comprehensiveness, practical application, and harmony with modern human
sciences. It also highlighted the impact of this approach on social reform through Qur'anic examples and scholarly
statements, demonstrating that Qur'anic education is fundamental to building a righteous society. The second
section focused on Sabzevari's methodology in interpreting verses with an educational dimension. It analyzed
applied models from his interpretation of verses on spending that cultivate generosity and achieve social justice;
verses on religious freedom that affirm that faith is not imposed by force but is based on conscious choice; verses
on jihad that highlight that education begins with self-discipline before confronting the external enemy; and verses
on ethics that establish truthfulness, patience, and justice as fundamental pillars for building the individual and
society. The critical comparison revealed that Sabzevari possesses a profound mystical and spiritual depth,
making him more suited to constructing a lived educational experience. In contrast, Tabatabai excels in objective
and philosophical analysis, Mughniyeh in al-Kashif stands out for his direct social application, Sadr in the Quranic
School presents a dynamic, missionary vision for civilizational change, and Alusi in Ruh al-Ma'ani focuses more
on the linguistic and rhetorical aspects than the educational ones. This diversity of approaches enriches the
educational perspective and affirms that the Holy Quran is capable of responding to the diverse needs of humanity
and society throughout the ages.The research concluded with important findings, most notably that the
educational approach in exegesis links individual development with social reform, that Sabzevari presented a
comprehensive educational vision that integrates reason and spirit, and the individual and society, and that
Quranic education represents a comprehensive civilizational project that transcends the boundaries of time and
place. The research also recommended the need to strengthen educational studies in Qur’anic interpretation,
integrate them into university and seminary curricula, develop critical comparison between interpreters to
highlight practical differences in dealing with Qur’anic values, benefit from the heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them) in building contemporary educational curricula, link Qur’anic education to the social and political
reality to address the problems of the age such as poverty and moral deviation, and expand the scope of research
to include interpreters from different schools of thought to build a comprehensive vision of educational

interpretation.
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