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Abstract:
This study seeks to explore the aesthetics of historical narrative in the novel The Andalusian Christ by the Syrian
novelist Tayseer Khalaf, by examining the artistic and narrative techniques employed by the author in his fictional
reconstruction of Andalusian history, and by analyzing the aesthetic structures that govern the fabric of the text
and define its literary distinctiveness. The study proceeds from a central problematic: how did Tayseer Khalaf
succeed in transforming the Andalusian historical heritage into an aesthetic narrative space that transcends the

YR



mailto:yahyamaarouf@gmail.com
mailto:Ibrahim1999ru@gmail.com

Y+ ¥ e ol (V) autadf (V1) alond dudlf st dae ond dloxo

boundaries of documentation to reach the horizons of creative imagination?The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology based on a close reading of the novel, identifying its narrative phenomena and analyzing
their aesthetic and semantic dimensions, drawing on the concepts of modern narratology and the theoretical
frameworks of the historical novel. The study is organized around two main chapters: the first examines the
aesthetics of narrative structure through an analysis of temporal construction and strategies of historical
retrospection, the aesthetics of Andalusian space as a semantic dimension laden with identity and civilizational
significance, and the historical character as subject to novelistic transformation and reformulation. The second
chapter addresses the mechanisms of employing history between documentation and fictionalization, exploring
the levels of historical presence in the text, the filling of historical gaps through narrative imagination, and the
function of Andalusian history as a critical mirror reflecting the contemporary Arab reality and its profound
existential questions. The study concludes that Tayseer Khalaf presents in this novel a mature model of the modern
Arabic historical novel, built upon the creative tension between fidelity to the historical document and the freedom
of literary imagination, and that the aesthetics of his narrative arise from his capacity to render Andalusia present
in the Arab reader's consciousness as a witness to unresolved wounds and enduring questions.Keywords:
Narrative Aesthetics, Historical Novel, Tayseer Khalaf, Andalusia, Historical Fictionalization, Narrative
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