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Abstract[_]

This study aims to analyze the formation of political authority in Islamic political thought by tracing its
development between its normative contractual model in its early form and the historical transformations that
reshaped it in practice. The study is based on the assumption that bay‘ah (pledge of allegiance) originally
functioned as a contractual framework regulating the relationship between the ruler and the community. However,
this framework underwent significant transformations due to the evolution of political structures and the shift
toward patterns of authority increasingly influenced by power and social cohesion (‘asabiyyah).The study adopts
a historical-critical analytical approach, focusing on the examination of political concepts within the Islamic
intellectual tradition, tracing their development within their historical contexts, and critically assessing the
formulations that emerged from the interaction between theory and political reality. In this regard, the study
explores the emergence of justificatory jurisprudence as a juristic response aimed at accommodating political
realities within the framework of legitimacy, and analyzes its long-term impact on the structure of Islamic political
thought.Furthermore, the study investigates the manifestations of the crisis in contemporary Islamic political
thought, particularly the confusion between values and mechanisms, and between revelation and history, which
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has led to formalistic tendencies and an ambivalent stance toward the modern state. The study concludes that
overcoming this crisis requires reconstructing Islamic political thought on a maqasid-based foundation that
distinguishes between constants and variables, restores the centrality of foundational values, reactivates the role
of the community as a source of legitimacy, and promotes the development of institutional frameworks capable

of achieving justice and regulating political authority within a contemporary context.
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