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Abstract
This study examines the scope of freedom of opinion and expression granted to university
professors and its impact on legal responsibility through a comparative analysis of the Iraqi
and Iranian legal systems. It is based on the premise that academic freedom is a fundamental
element of the university’s role in producing and critiquing knowledge, yet its exercise is often
constrained by flexible legal concepts such as public order, public morals, and the protection
of religious identity. The research focuses on defining the boundaries between academic
freedom and legal accountability in both systems, analyzing the constitutional and legislative
foundations, the adequacy of legal and institutional safeguards, and the criteria for
disciplinary, civil, or criminal responsibility for expressed or published scientific opinions.
Using a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, the study concludes that although
both systems formally recognize academic freedom, its practical scope differs: Iraqi law grants
relative freedom subject to limits related to religion, higher values, and national unity, while
Iranian law conditions academic expression on Islamic frameworks and public order,

expanding liability where expression is considered socially disruptive.
Keywords:Freedom of expression, academic responsibility, university professor, Iraqi law,
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