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Abstract[]

This research examines the semiotics of class conflict in the novel "Al-Ramadi" (The Gray) , as a narrative text
that operates on the duality of rich and poor, center and margin, power and the marginalized, within a framework
of black humor and social suspense that represents a unique model of contemporary critical realist literature. The
study aims to reveal how the author employs signs and narrative symbols to embody class conflict in a society
where the rich live in luxurious spaces while the poor suffer from misery and hardship, and how theft transforms
from a crime into an act of resistance and victory for the weak. The research adopts a semiotic analytical approach
to explore the implicit patterns within the text and is divided into an introduction, three main sections, and a
conclusion. The introduction addresses the theoretical foundations of semiotics and class conflict in realist
literature. The first section focuses on the "semiotics of class spaces" through analyzing the significance of the
eastern district (symbol of wealth), the western district (symbol of poverty), and the farm (symbol of the margin).
The second section focuses on the "semiotics of class characters" through studying the characters of Khalil
(symbol of the resisting poor), Samir (symbol of the tyrannical rich), Amin (symbol of the class traitor), and the
judge (symbol of corrupt power). The third section focuses on the "semiotics of class conflict" through analyzing
theft as an act of resistance, the deal as an exposure of corruption, and sarcasm as a critical weapon. The study
concludes that the novel does not merely depict class conflict but presents a semiotic dissection of the mechanisms
of social hierarchy, affirming that poverty is not merely an economic condition but a semiotic system that
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produces signs of alienation and marginalization, and that wealth is not merely material abundance but a semiotic
system that produces signs of oppression, tyranny, and corruption.
Keywords: Semiotics of Class Conflict, Al-Ramadi, The Gray, Poverty, Wealth, Theft, Resistance, Corruption,
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