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Abstract

The Aesthetics of Narrative Structure in "The Blue Elephant" by Ahmed Mourad: A Study in Narrative
Mechanics, Time, and Space Ahmed Mourad’s "The Blue Elephant" stands as a significant milestone in

contemporary Arabic literature, distinguished not only by its widespread acclaim but also by its intricate artistic
complexity and layered narrative structure. This study aims to analyze the narrative framework of the novel as a

creative system that synthesizes psychological realism with the surreal. The research addresses a fundamental

question: How did the author manipulate narrative techniques—time, space, and voice—to serve both a detective

plot and an existential inquiry, thereby transforming the novel from mere storytelling into a structural laboratory

for the human psyche?The study adopts a descriptive structuralist methodology, grounded in modern

narratological concepts. It deconstructs "narrative time" by tracing mechanisms of analepsis (flashback) and

prolepsis (flash-forward), and analyzing how the pacing of the narrative is adjusted to generate dramatic tension.

Furthermore, the study explores the "semiotics of space," treating the Al-Abbasiya psychiatric hospital as a

semantic domain that transcends its geographical definition to become a symbol of isolation, madness, and the

fragmentation of the self. Additionally, the research examines "narrative voice" and the multiplicity of
perspectives within the protagonist (Yahya Rashid), analyzing how focalization influences the reliability of events
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and the reader's engagement with the text.The study concludes that Ahmed Mourad succeeded in creating a
rigorous narrative structure that balances classical and modern techniques. These narrative elements were not
secondary frameworks but rather semantic engines that propelled the plot toward its climactic conflict. The
findings indicate that the synthesis of psychological time and symbolic space has solidified the "psychological
thriller" as a modern archetype in Arabic literature. This study contributes to the critical discourse by
demonstrating how Mourad’s narrative architecture aligns with global literary developments, opening new
avenues for examining his subsequent works through the lens of modern narratology.Keywords: The Blue
Elephant, Ahmed Mourad, Narrative Structure, Narrative Time, Semiotics of Space, Narratology, Contemporary
Novel, Narrative Focalization.
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