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Abstract:[]

This study seeks to explore the representations of violence in the novel "I Overcome the River's Course" by the
Algerian novelist Said Khatibi, published in 2025 and winner of the International Prize for Arabic Fiction (the
Booker Prize) in 2026. This is achieved by examining its various forms and analyzing its artistic and semantic
functions within the narrative structure. The study adopts a textual approach grounded in the theoretical
framework of the concept of violence in the social and psychological sciences, applying it to four interconnected
levels: physical violence in its physical and verbal aspects; moral violence in its psychological and symbolic
forms; institutional violence with its political, social, and familial dimensions; and the characters' relationship to
violence, ranging from perpetration to submission. The study concludes that violence in this novel is not an
incidental event but rather a structural pillar governing the narrative fabric. Khatibi presents it as a cyclical system
inherited by characters and societies from generation to generation, while simultaneously revealing the latent
potential for resistance inherent in action, word, and silence.Keywords: violence, Algerian novel, Said Khatibi,
symbolic violence.
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