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Abstract:
This research aims to elucidate the methodological and epistemological dimensions of textual and socio-political
criticism in the scholarship of the eminent researcher Sayyid Ja'far Murtada al-'Amili. It focuses specifically on
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his deployment of the analytical tool "the analysis of political currents during the era of fabrication ('Asr al-
Wad')" to deconstruct and evaluate narratives of the Prophetic Biography (Sirah).
The central research problem revolves around the following inquiry: How did al-'Amili uncover the influence of
authority-driven and ideological rivalries in formulating, distorting, or truncating historical and Hadith material?
To address this issue, the study adopts an analytical and comparative historical approach, extrapolating al-
'Amili’s critical principles from his primary works—most notably his monumental encyclopedia Al-Sahih min
Sirat al-Nabi al-A'zam and Al-Hayat al-Siyasiyyah li-l-Imam al-Rida—and examining them against authoritative
classical historical sources.
The study reached several key findings, most notably:
1.Fabrication as an Institutional Practice: Al-'Amili demonstrates that the phenomenon of fabrication and text
distortion in Sirah was not a series of isolated individual errors or moral lapses by individual narrators. Rather, it
constituted an organized, state-sponsored framework utilized by successive ruling factions (Umayyad, Abbasid,
Zubayrid, and 'Uthmanid) to legitimize political authority and deploy state patronage for constructing virtues or
detractions.
2.Limitations of Formal Isnad Criticism: Sole reliance on formal Isnad (chain of transmission) analysis remains
insufficient for safeguarding historical narratives against subtle textual alterations (such as truncation, omission of
contextual indicators, and chronological rearrangements). This necessitates prioritizing comprehensive textual
(Matn) and contextual criticism.
3.Efficacy of Constructive Skepticism: Al-'Amili’s application proves the wvalidity of constructive
methodological skepticism in questioning historical texts within their political environments, ultimately recovering
authentic historical realities from beneath layers of ideological manipulation.
Keywords:Sayyid Ja'far Murtada al-'Amili; Critique of Prophetic Biography (Sirah); Era of Fabrication ('Asr al-
Wad'); Political Currents; Textual Criticism (Matn Criticism).
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