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Memoirs and Alternative Justice in the Novel (Diamond Dust)
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Abstract

This study offers a comprehensive and systematic examination of the concepts of "Diaries" and "Alternative
Justice" in Ahmed Mourad’s novel Diamond Dust (Turab el-Mas), analyzing them as the core structural and
thematic components upon which the narrative architecture and dramatic progression are built. The narrative traces
the dramatic transformation of the protagonist, Taha el-Zahar, a marginalized medical representative whose routine
life is shattered by the brutal murder of his paralyzed father, Hussein el-Zahar. The core turning point occurs when
Taha discovers his father's secret diaries, which strategically transform from passive historical records into a
dynamic "procedural catalyst." These diaries uncover a deeply entrenched, systemic sociopolitical corruption,
exposing influential figures who are heavily protected by institutional immunity and untouched by official judicial
systems due to their vast wealth and administrative power.The research deconstructs the textual mechanisms
through which Taha transitions from a submissive individual into a self-appointed arbiter of justice, utilizing
"diamond dust"—a silent, lethal chemical substance—as an instrument of retribution. This study incorporates
specific literary illustrations and examples from the plot, analyzing Taha’s systematic elimination of corrupt
figures, such as Hani Bergas (a powerful political figure and judge who committed heinous crimes and murdered

Taha's father under official protection), Sherif Mourad (a prominent media tycoon who manipulated public opinion
to mask institutional decay), and Walid Sultan, the opportunistic corrupt businessman and officer. By employing
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a descriptive-analytical approach, the study examines the dialectical relationship between the diaries as an
epistemological tool of revelation and alternative justice as an existential act of moral reclamation. Ultimately, the
study demonstrates how the novel functions as an essential critical inquiry into the decay of institutional justice,
the collapse of public trust, and the complex philosophical dilemma between legal compliance and moral
legitimacy in a compromised society. Keywords: Alternative Justice, Memoirs, Diamond Dust, Ahmed Mourad,
Psychological Narrative, Social Corruption, Individual Consciousness.
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