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Abstract:
Minorities are an essential part of the social and cultural fabric of any society, contributing to its diversity and
richness. Minorities refer to population groups that differ from the majority in some aspect, whether religious,
ethnic, linguistic, cultural, or even social. Minorities often face challenges related to integration and rights, but at
the same time, they play an important role in promoting cultural diversity and intercultural exchange. Minorities
may exist as a result of state policy, as was the case with Russia during the founding of the Soviet Union, which
divided Russians among the republics of the Soviet Union and granted them broad powers with the aim of
controlling these republics, assimilate them, and ensure their continued loyalty. Minorities have always been a
commodity in the hands of those lurking, serving as a rich meal for intervention and dictating their views. These
views are often cloaked in laws and rights, but contain toxins within them, paving the way for influencing
societies, causing internal problems, and undermining national unity, communication, and community harmony.
This research examines the emergence of minorities throughout history and the evolution of their status within
the international system, with a focus on legal protection mechanisms in international law. The research begins
by tracing the emergence of minorities in ancient social and political structures, then reviews the historical stages
of protection, beginning with the Treaties of Westphalia, through the role of the League of Nations, and finally
the United Nations and contemporary international agreements. The research also discusses the current challenges
facing the implementation of minority protection under state sovereignty and political conflicts. The research
concludes that international protection of minorities has witnessed progress at the level of legal texts, but
implementation mechanisms remain limited, making the protection of minorities dependent on the political will
of states and international organizations. Keywords: Minorities, Constitution, International law, United Nations,
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