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Abstract

This research aims to clarify the nature of state control over social media in Iraq and its compatibility with the

right to privacy. It does so by examining the constitutional and legal framework governing state intervention in

the digital sphere, analyzing the limits of this control, and assessing its consistency with guarantees of individual

freedoms and citizens' privacy. The research's significance stems from its connection to a contemporary issue

brought about by technological advancements: the need to balance protecting public security and combating
cybercrime with ensuring the protection of individual privacy and freedom of expression. The research employs
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a descriptive-analytical approach, examining relevant Iraqi constitutional and legal texts and outlining the
mechanisms of government control over social media. A comparative approach is also utilized, where necessary,
to draw upon relevant legal experiences. The research reached several conclusions, most notably that government
oversight of social media is legitimate when based on a clear legal foundation and subject to the principles of
necessity and proportionality. However, the Iraqi legislative framework still needs development to address issues
of personal data protection and digital privacy. The research also emphasized the importance of strengthening the
role of the judiciary and oversight bodies in preventing the abuse of electronic surveillance powers and achieving
a balance between national security requirements and the protection of citizens' fundamental rights and freedoms.
Keywords: Oversight, Social Media, Iraq, Right, Privacy. 2
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