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Abstract
The experience of economic sanctions against Iraq represents a unique historical example of the Security
Council's exercise of its powers under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. The legal response to the crisis began
immediately after the invasion of Kuwait with the issuance of Resolution 660, followed by the pivotal Resolution
661 (1990). This latter resolution established one of the most comprehensive embargo regimes in modern history,
imposing a comprehensive trade, financial, and commercial embargo. This included a ban on the import of all
goods of Iraqi origin and a prohibition on the supply of any products to Iraq, with the exception of restricted
medical and food aid. Following the Gulf War, Resolution 687 (1991) made the lifting of economic restrictions
contingent upon Iraq's compliance with its disarmament obligations and the destruction of its weapons of mass
destruction under strict international supervision.The shift towards humanitarian mechanisms and the eventual
lifting of sanctions (1995-2003), prompted by the worsening humanitarian crises that had impacted Iraq's social
fabric, compelled the Security Council to modify its legal approach. This involved striking a balance between
maintaining political pressure and protecting the fundamental rights of civilians. Under Resolution 986 (1995),
the Council established the "Oil-for-Food" program, an exceptional mechanism that allowed Iraq to export
specific quantities of oil to finance humanitarian needs under the direct supervision of the Sanctions Committee
(Committee 661). This dominant legal framework governed Iraq's economic and financial resources for over a
decade, until this complex legal chapter closed with the adoption of Resolution 1483 (2003), which lifted most
economic sanctions, paving the way for the restructuring of Iraq's political and economic affairs within a new

international reality.Keywords: Chapter VII - UN Charter - UN Security Council - Comprehensive
Sanctions - Humanitarian Consequences
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