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Abstract:

This research examines the relationship between psychiatry and criminal law in determining criminal

responsibility within the Iraqi and Emirati legal systems, as well as in Imami jurisprudence. It stems from the

importance of the offender's mental and psychological state in determining the presence of the awareness and free

will necessary for criminal responsibility. The research aims to demonstrate the role of psychiatry in diagnosing

psychological and mental disorders that affect criminal responsibility, and to analyze the legal and jurisprudential

foundations governing this relationship. It also conducts a comparative study between Iraqi and Emirati legislation
and Imami jurisprudence to reveal points of agreement and disagreement in addressing cases of loss or deficiency
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of awareness and free will. The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, studying and analyzing
relevant legal and jurisprudential texts, in addition to a comparative approach that contrasts the provisions of Iraqi
and Emirati law with the position of Imami jurisprudence on the impact of psychological and mental disorders on
criminal responsibility. The research arrives at several conclusions, most notably that the systems under study
agree that reason and awareness constitute the basis of criminal responsibility, and that their absence negates
responsibility, although they differ in the legal and jurisprudential mechanisms used to establish this. It was also
found that psychiatric expertise plays a pivotal role in assessing the mental state of the accused, and that Emirati
legislation is distinguished by its more detailed regulation of treatment measures and procedures for psychiatric
patients compared to Iraqi legislation. Meanwhile, Imami jurisprudence provides a flexible legal framework that
accommodates the use of experts in proving mental incapacity and determining its legal and religious
implications, thus contributing to a balance between protecting society and guaranteeing the rights of individuals
with mental and psychological disorders.Keywords: Psychiatry, Criminal Law, Criminal Responsibility, Iraqi
Law, Emirati Law, Imami Jurisprudence.
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