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Abstract[]

This research examines Iraq's international obligations in the field of counter-terrorism, and the most prominent
legal and executive challenges facing the federal authority in fulfilling these obligations. The research aims to
analyze the international legal framework emanating from international conventions, such as the International
Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, and relevant UN Security Council resolutions, and
to clarify the extent of their reflection on national legislation, foremost among them the Anti-Terrorism Law No.
13 of 2005. The research also reviews aspects of cooperation with international and regional organizations, such
as the international coalition and the League of Arab States, and their role in supporting security and training
efforts. The research then moves to analyze the internal legal challenges that undermine the effectiveness of
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counter-terrorism, most notably the gaps in the legislative structure, such as the ambiguity in the definition of
terrorism which may allow for broad interpretations, and the slow pace of legal reform procedures due to political
conflicts and bureaucracy. The research also discusses the practical implementation problems related to
transitional justice, chief among them the resort to trials in absentia and detention without trial, and the consequent
violations of constitutional rights and international human rights standards. The research concludes that there is
a clear gap between legal texts and international obligations on the one hand, and actual practices on the ground
on the other. It recommends the necessity of comprehensive legislative reform that regulates definitions and
determines powers, while strengthening judicial oversight and building the capacities of security and judicial
institutions to ensure a balanced approach that combines the requirements of national security with respect for
human rights.Keywords: International Obligations, Counter-Terrorism, National Legislation, Human Rights,
Transitional Justice.
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